
Consultation Results for Connecting EU with Youth! 

 

Results of the Consultation Procedure, held by the National Working Group of the EU Youth 
Dialogue within the 11th cycle of the EU Dialogue.  

The consultation goal was: 

- To boost the sense of belonging in Europe for young people 
- To bridge the gap between the EU and young people, to regain their trust and increase 

their participation 

More than 38,000 young people from all over Europe participated in the 11th Cycle of the EU 
Youth Dialogue (EUYD11)!  

 

1. The Big Picture: Sense of Distance and Lack of Trust 

Indicator European 
percentage 

Description 

Sense of 
Connection 

About 60% They feel completely or largely connected to Europe. 
Nevertheless, there is a significant variation between young 
people depending on their economic background. While 41% 
of the financially comfortable young people feel completely 
connected to Europe, just 19% of young people coming from 
less privileged economic backgrounds feel the same.    

Trust Levels 
 
 

Just 45% They completely or largely trust European Institutions, such 
as the European Commission or the European Parliament, 
for making the right decisions and policies. 
 

Youth-
Friendly 
Policies 

Just 34% They believe that their needs are completely or largely 
taken into account during EU policy-making. 

NEETs 27.2% This percentage participated in consultations, showing that 
disadvantaged groups have a voice. 

 

Common Problem: Everywhere in Europe, lack of transparency, bureaucracy and failure to 
implement European values create distrust in young people. 

Just 34% of young people feel that their needs are taken into account in the EU! 

What measures can encourage youth-friendly policies?  

• Strengthen civic education in schools, through conversations and debates, election 
and dialogue simulations on issues that concern young people, such as climate change, 
rights and inclusion. 

• Utilise social media to promote content regarding politics, created by peers or content 
creators.  



“Europe should come closer to us!” 

The Gap: Why do we Feel Disconnected? 

Even though 60% of young people feel connected with their “European identity”, their trust 
towards institutions is collapsing. 

• Just one third (34%) of young people believe that their concerns are seriously taken into 
account during EU policy-making. For the rest 66% the EU is a political elite. 

The Peculiarity of Cyprus 

Cyprus feels even more distant from the centre of the EU: 

• Geographical & Political Distance: Young people in Cyprus stress that geographical 
isolation, combined with the limited role of the EU in the Cyprus problem, 
strengthens the sense that the EU is “quite far away” and irrelevant to their daily lives. 

• Values & The Rule of Law: Even though young Cypriots strongly support Democracy, 
their trust towards The Rule of Law received a low score: just 3.1/5. 

 

2. Who is Excluded? (Accessibility)  

EU opportunities are not equal for everyone: 

• NEETs Have a Voice: 27.2% of the participants in the consultation were young people 
who are not in education, employment or training (NEETs). This shows that the more 
disadvantaged groups have the sense of participating, but they should be approached 
by the programmes. 

• Accessibility in Rural Areas: Young people in Cyprus stress that programmes such as 
Erasmus+ are neither known nor accessible to rural communities and people facing 
financial di`iculties. We need mobile information centres! 

 

3. The Solutions: What are we Asking for? 

The suggestions from Cyprus and Europe overlap: 

1. Civic Education: There is a need to introduce an active and experiential civic education 
in schools, so that young people can understand their rights, responsibilities and how 
the institutions work in the EU. 

2. More Accessible Programmes: Erasmus+ programmes should become more 
inclusive. We need mobile information centres in rural areas and an increase in 
funding so that everyone can participate, regardless of their economic background. 

3. Substantial Participation: We require permanent structures for participation in 
decision-making (and not just a symbolic consultation) and transparent 
communication coming from the EU in a youth-friendly language. 

Substantial Participation: We require a permanent establishment of youth 
participation in decision-making (“a seat at the table”), so that we move beyond the 



“symbolic” consultation. On a National Level (Cyprus): The proposal to establish 
youth boards directly connected with ministries. 

4. A New Goal entitled “KNOWLEDGE”: A proposal from Cyprus for a 12th Youth Goal, 
focusing on knowing and understanding our rights and responsibilities, so that we can 
recognise violations. 

 

How do you feel? Are you included in the 34% that feels heard? 

Do you believe that the voice of the Cypriot Youth is heard in Europe? Which proposal do 
you think is the most urgent one? 

 

Participants’ data (Estimations from NWGs): 

• First-time participation percentage: 92.1% of participants mentioned that it was their 
first time participating in the European Union Youth Dialogue (EUYD), presenting an 
increase compared to the previous cycle. 

• Parental education: 56.6% of the participants’ parents did not have a university degree. 

• Gender: 54% of participants were young women. Even though gender discrimination 
against women is decreasing, women are still slightly over-represented in the 
consultation sample. 

• People who are not in education, employment or training (NEET): 27.2% of 
participants were NEETs. This percentage has seen a significant increase and NEETs are 
over-represented in the consultation of the EUYD11. 

 

The 3 Most Significant Findings 

1. Low Trust in Decision-Making: 

o Just 34% of young people believe that their needs are completely or largely 
taken into account in EU policies. 

o Many think that the EU is bureaucratic, “quite far away” and does not reflect their 
local realities. 

2. Accessibility to Opportunities: 

o Programmes such as Erasmus+ are not equally accessible for everyone! Young 
people from rural areas or disadvantaged economic backgrounds face 
significant barriers to information and participation. 

o There is an increased representation of young people who are not in education 
or employment (NEET) in the consultation (27.2%). 

3. Knowledge is Needed: 



o Proposed 12th Youth Goal: Young people in Cyprus propose a new European 
youth goal, entitled “Knowledge”, to boost knowledge on rights, responsibilities 
and EU opportunities. 


